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CHRIST'S   LEGISLATION.

CHAPTEE X.
CHRIST'S LEGISLATION COMPARED WITH PHILOSOPHIC SYSTEMS.

WE have thus traced the rise of a monarchy, the purest
and the most ideal that has ever existed among men.
The most ideal, for in this monarchy alone the obedience
of the subject was in no case reluctant or mercenary, but
grounded upon a genuine conviction of the immeasurable
superiority in goodness, wisdom, and power of the ruler.
Such a superiority is always supposed to exist iu a king,
and to constitute the ground of his authority ; but this is
in most cases a fiction which deceives no one, and only
sustains itself in bombastic titles and hollow liturgies of
court etiquette. Where, however, the king has risen in
disturbed times from a private station, and has won his
sceptre by merit, the theory is no mere constitutional
fiction. Such a king is, to many of his subjects, the true
master he claims to be to all; there are many who obey
him from a voluntary loyalty, who do in their hearts
worship his superiority, and who find their freedom in
accepting his yoke. But even in this case there are many
whose submission is reluctant and sullen, or else mer-